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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Bovine tropical theileriosis is a tiek transmitted
haemoprotozoan disease caused by iheileris gnnulata, The
disease is fatal causing heavy economic losses in dairy
industry. The disease has become an important problem since
the last sixties with the intensification of cross breeding
programme or integrated cattle development projects (ICDP)
for the improvement of indigenous cattle to achieve self
sufficiency in milk and milk products.

In the area of animal health, a factor of growing
importance is high susceptibility of the cross-bred and
exotic animals to many infectious diseases which are enzootic
in this country and to which these animals have practically
no resistance, Another point of animal health care is the
existence of factors which facilitate rapid spread of diseases
viz: (i) Climatic condition fawourable for survival and multi-
plication of vector ticks, (il) Increase of susceptible cattle
population and (iii) Lack of control on the movement of
livestock.

In Indis protozoan infections are presently quite
common in cross-bred cattle among which theileriosis is one of
the important diseases. Theileriasis was prevalent in indigenous
cattle long before in India Lingard, 1905 (Mohan, 1972)
(Edwards, 1925; Cooper, 1926; Ajwani and Subbarayudu, 1934;

Sen and Srinivasan, 1937; Raghavachari, 1944; Rao, 1954;
Kathuria, 1963; Gulati gt al,, 1967; Narasimhamurthy gt al,,
1968 and 1970).



However, importance of the disease was brought to
attention when Gautam gt al. (1970) recorded several cases of
fheileriasis in exotic cattle and a Sahiwal calf, The exotic
animels, the cross-breds and young indigenous calves are
highly susceptible and suffer very severely (Gautam et al,,
1970; Mathur et gl., 19713 Chhabra et gl., 1972; Gautam and
Sharma, 1972; Rahiman, 1972; Geutam et al., 1973; Reo et al.,
1973; Geutam, 1974a and 1974b; Anjaria et al., 1975; Nagarajan
and Rajamani, 1975; Sharma and Gautam, 1975; Rai gt al,, 19753
Srivastava and Sharma, 41976; Bansal gt al., 1977; Ebenezer
and Joseph, 1978; Sharma et al., 1979; Sharma, 1980; Sastry
et gl., 1981; /Anandan gt al., 1983; Anandan and Lalitha, 19843
Tanwar gt agl., 1984; Venkataraman gt gl., 1984 and Reo et al,,
1986). |

Several chemotherapeutic agents and drug combinations
have been tried from time to time in an effort to cure Theileria
ennulatg infection in animals, However, none has proved to be
specific and effective (Uzakov et agl., 1971; Shmunk et al., 1972;
Shomein and Obeid, 1975; Rakhimov and Shmunk, 1974; Anjaria
et al., 1975; Rafaii and Michael, 1976; Laibin and Muller, 1977;
Gill et al., 1978; Guler et al., 1980; Bhoop Singh et gl., 1980;
Sharma et gl., 1980; Tripathy, 1981; Guler, 1982; Condy, 19833
Kohlmeyer, 1983; Khanna gt al., 1983; Mishra et al., 1983;
Dwivedi et al., 1984; Malhotra gt al., 1984; lcHardy and
Mercer, 1984; Guralp, 1985; Mussi et al., 1985; McHardy and
Horgan, 1985 and Banerjee et al., 1988). Recently Buparvaquone






