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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION



INTRODUCTION

The revolution in poultry husbandry has been one of
the most signﬁ%icant phenonmenon in food production in last
half a century. The comperative efficacy with which chicks
turn vegetable material into protein rich foods for human
consumption has prompted the application of recent technology
in already advanced poultry industry. Poultry industry serves
a very important part in convetting grains and other productsg
into egg and poultry meat for nutritional benefits of mankind,
Providing consumers with food products of superior quality and
at economic rates, is the chief responsibility of Animal
Husbandry. Poultry industry in its position as a branch of
Animal Husbandry has increased in importance, during recent

years, as a supplier of these products.,

Poultry keeping in India has for long time remained
largely a rural cottage enterprise. The local breed of poultry
receives scanty care and attention, its productivity is low.
India has comperatively small number of birds. In 1971 there
were 21 chicken per 100 persons as against 446 in Belgium, 445
in Netherlands, 435 in Canada, 217 in United States of America
and 270 in United Kingdom (Singh and Mocore, 1978). Similarly

the availability of eggs in India has been only 11 per person

per year (Singh and Moore, 1978). This is as against 352 in
United States of America, 320 in Canada, 256 in West Germany,

541 in Belgium, 354 in Netherlands and 305 in United Kingdom,
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The annual per capita consumption of poultrxy meat in India
has been estimated to be about 131 grams as compared to 15 kgs
in United States of America and 2.45 - 5,95 kgs in Europian

countries.

With iﬁcreasing need for poultry and egg, scientific
development of poultry industry is promising in developing
countries of the world also. Poultry industry can no longer be
considered to be composed of localised business limited to
certain states or areas. It is characterised by multistate
and even multinational companies moving products daily betweeﬁ
company locations to various markets in the world, Within a
period of last 50 years poultry keeping has developed from a
domestic iésue or a hobby into a highly sophisticated industry
marketting products worth billions per year., The rapid
development of mass production and distribution methodg has
imposed increased and unigue demands on those scientists
working in the field of avian medicine., With speedy international
traffic and distribution of breeding stocks, the same disecase
problems have spread throughout the world in the shortest

period of time. One of such is coccidiosise.

Coccidiosis is a serious disease, both of baby chicks
(caecal coceidiosis) and adult birds (intestinal coccidiosis),
which brings almost colossal economic losses in the form of

mortality, reduced egg production and retarded growth rate.






